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legislation. "It will be brought down to a limit within
the paying capacity of the agriculturist on an install-
ment basis/' he said.
The agricultural debt of the province was estimated
at $30o,ooo,ooo~a tidy sum. It was the debt of the
khedoot, the tiller of the soil. As India was primarily
an agricultural country, the peasant was the backbone
of the nation.
For the adjustment of this debt, Latthe proposed the
creation of rural boards, formed entirely from among
the people of the rural areas. "The people on such
boards must be familiar with the problems before
them," he said. This debt adjustment board was to judge
the debtor's capacity to pay. The debt would be reduced
to 80 per cent of his capacity to pay and then divided
into installments. If it \vas still impossible for the farmer
to pay the debt, some provision would be made to ensure
an easy process of rural-debt insolvency.
There were other forms of aid to be given to the
farmer. The government was going to make it possible
for co-operative societies to function more actively than
before. These societies would market the produce. A
thousand centers were to be started to train workers to
help the cultivator understand the scheme. In time
there would be one such worker in every village. Latthe
proposed to give the cultivator credit facilities for the
purpose of cultivation.
That was roughly the scheme which a Congress fi-
nance minister outlined to me, though in greater detail,
As I left him still tugging at his bidee, sixty for a dime,
I thought of all the Englishmen who had sat in that
same chair, smoked Dunhill pipes and offered the peas-
ants of India their heartfelt sympathy.
I next went to Bardoli. Bardoli was once an unknown